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THE MAZE
AT THE TOPMOST FLOOR OF BG14B, OSLO
What if there was a place where we could get
lost - to find ourselves and maybe, more about
the worlds around us?

THE CONCEPT
On the topmost floor of BG14B in Oslo, there is a
Maze that will take people through a journey.

A curious place, entertaining, with small paths and
tall walls - we feel slightly out of place. We gather
all our senses together, we see better, we hear
better - the walls are talking to us, but what are
they saying? Telling a story about the coming years
maybe?

Traditionally a maze is known as a complex
labyrinth with dead-ends but while labyrinths are
created to provide meditative walks, mazes tend to
provide more challenging trips. This particular
Maze is merging these two philosophies; creating
an environment of isolation for both an interesting
and thoughtful journey.

The path leads to a dead-end. Normally we would
consider ourselves failed, but this dead-end is so
much more than an end. We see things we have
never seen. We see familiar things from new
perspectives. Could it be that live's ends are also
only new beginnings?

Inside The Maze, we are disoriented and
disconnected from the world outside; the feeling
of "ourselves" is accentuated. Our senses and
emotions are now engaged at a higher degree,
increasing our attention and the ability to absorb
and remember new things. Once we are at this
personal state, the Maze is presenting us to ideas
of various topics; rising our awareness of forgotten
matters, and fostering our innovative mindset and
the ability to see things from multiple perspectives.

New paths are waiting for us, new dead-ends too,
and we cannot wait to find them. We are curious to
see which worlds they will bring us to. We forget
about finding the way out and choose to get more
lost in here.
After many turns and ends, we have reached a
place with an Open End. A large room filled with
women and men, curious, entertained, and maybe
now capable of new things? We decide to sit and
talk, and share with ourselves or others what we
have felt and what we have seen.
One last stop before end of this journey. Up some
stairs and now we are surrounded by two worlds.
Looking down we see others walking the paths we
have walked, we feel less lost seeing the Maze
from here. Looking out, we see now more than just
a city, because what we have seen changes what
we know, and what we know changes what we see.
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As an example, at one of the dead-ends, we are
introduced to a new technology we have not seen
before meant to improve our mental health. At
another, we are lead to reflect about our
relationship with the environment through a
contrasting presentation of war and peace with
nature. By making use of tools such as art,
performance, technology and literature (and
more), the Maze is sharing with people from all
age groups, interesting stories to lead us towards
evaluating our society. Behind the entertainment,
we are gaining knowledge and the ability to
forecast how our actions can affect the future of
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our society. The Maze is telling us that we are
responsible of forging a healthy society.

DESIGN NOTES
The whole of this project shares the ambition of
BG14B becoming an international model for
sustainability. With that in mind, The Maze will have
an environmental friendly approach to complete
design, construction and installation within all the
areas.

The journey through the Maze is exciting and we
are no longer concerned with finding the way out.
At each turn there is a new world to discover and
we want to see all it has to offer. Having gone
through the Maze journey, we find ourselves, now,
at an Open End.

The project has considered different design
layouts and materials which can be discussed
further when required, however at this point,
simple figures have been used to emphasise the
concepts and the values of the project.
Even though the maze design seems intricate, the
installation of all the areas will be kept simple,
prioritising flexibility and adaptability of layout and
content. The corridors will be reconfigurable,
ensuring easy rearrangement of the spaces to
accommodate workshops or exhibitions of varying
sizes and complexities.
The three areas of The Maze have been designed
to work together or independently. The Open End
can also be used as an auditorium for displays and
talks. The View Point creates a second sublevel
(making use of the 6m ceiling) that can be
accessed from the Open End but also from outside
the Maze.

In contrast to the isolation of the Maze, the Open
End is spacious, relaxing and specifically design to
gather people together. Here we are encouraged
to share with ourselves and others what we have
experienced through conversations or simply
writing or drawing our thoughts and feelings.
The journey ends putting in contrast what we have
just experienced with the real world. We access the
View-Point.

ORGANISER TEAM
For optimal run and maintenance, BG14B Maze
requires an organiser team. Consisting of
individuals with relevant backgrounds, the team
will manage both the space and the content of
each area.
One of the main task of the organiser team is to
research and find appropriate organisations,
companies, teams and individuals to work with.
This selection will be done following a set of
guidelines and principles, so that the Maze content
is always leading people towards a healthy society.

This is situated at a higher level, and from here we
see the Maze inside and the Oslo-views outside;
the unspoken topics of today and the future vs. the
most advanced and developed Norway. The
outside is now more than just a simple view, it is
affected by what we have seen inside. This journey
has opened our eyes making us aware of what this
view brings with it. We are now engaged to do our
best to keep and preserve the Europeisk
Miljøhovedstad and its healthy society for the
future to come.

The content of the maze will be harmonically
dynamic and the organiser team will ensure
presentation of important topics in entertaining
ways to attract not only adults but also students
and children. Being situated next to Oslo S, this
could also be the first attraction point for local and
international tourist visiting the city. Like Tove
Nilsen says, in Oslo you find the whole world
pressed together and BG14B Maze can be the
symbol of it.
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